
                                                                                                                                                                             

The Orchards Primary Academy 

Where learning has no limits and personal growth is endless… 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Our Teaching and Learning Vision 

At The Orchards Primary Academy, our vision is simple: to ensure every child receives a high-quality 

learning experience, in every classroom, in every lesson, every day. It is our intent that by the time our 

young people leave our care, they will be well-equipped with the knowledge and skills to become successful 

and self-sufficient learners within secondary education and beyond; but to also make valuable and 

meaningful contributions to their communities and the wider world. We want our young people to be 

thriving and feel safe in our school; extending their learning, while consumed in challenge within our broad, 

balanced and experience-rich curriculum. 

Our curriculum is planned and sequenced so that skills and knowledge is built upon. Our academic learning 

is underpinned by a strong emphasis on personal development so that our young people maintain and 

develop healthy relationships while understanding the true meaning of kindness, compassion and care. We 

often and regularly say to our young people, “In a world where you can be anything, be kind.”, something 

the school team also uphold as a value close to our hearts. Our young people have ample opportunities to 

develop responsibility and leadership where they learn a strong sense of self so that they understand their 

place in the world.  

As a school, we strive for the highest quality output in lessons to gain the best possible outcomes in 

assessment conditions- through hard work, exemplary behaviour for learning and a love for challenge- 

where practise makes permanent! 

Our Curriculum Key Drivers 

Our drivers behind our curriculum is our young peoples’ attitudes towards their learning. We focus on this 

through learner attributes and character attributes! Our character attributes are closely aligned with our 

values to ensure that our young people are models of their communities and role models within the school. 

Our learner attributes focus on behaviours that our pupils pride themselves in within their learning 

environments. 



                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

Learner Attribute What does this mean? 
  

We are organised • We remember our homework and bring it in on time 

• We read every day at home 

• We remember our PE kits 

• We ensure we are in full uniform 

• We look after our equipment in class so that it’s ‘to hand’ 

when we need it 

We are curious • We want to know more 

• We ask questions that extend our learning 

• We have a thirst for knowledge 

• We research and investigate beyond our classrooms 

We are ambitious • We want to be the best! 

• We strive for challenges 

• We look towards the future and make sure we learn skills 

that will help us 

• We think about careers 

We are resilient • We don’t give up in the face of challenge 

• We try again and again 

• We are positive even when the going gets tough 

• Fail stands for First Attempt In Learning 

We are reflective • We look at what we achieve and think about how we can 

make it better 

• We read our teachers’ feedback and act on those 

improvements 

• We think consciously and thoughtfully about others 

viewpoints and opinions and respond with intellectuality.  

We are collaborative • We listen carefully to the views of others 

• We respond and give our own ideas 

• We support our peers when they are experiencing 

difficulty 

• We stay on task and discuss the work appropriately 

• We challenge our peers and help them to improve without 

needing adult direction 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                             

 

Implementation 

Our pedagogical approach within our curriculum is to take our sequenced, broad and well-planned 

curriculum, and apply it to a lesson-by-lesson cycle which focuses on four key components: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

                      

 

 

Our ‘Cycle of Teaching and Learning’ is underpinned by our ‘Guiding Principles of Quality First Teaching’ 

which we believe is fundamental to every thriving classroom and every thriving child. We believe in a high-

quality output from our young people where they are challenged to think critically, evaluatively and 

creatively. We base our challenge through the higher-order thinking theory of ‘The Bloom’s Taxonomy’. 

Pupil Led 

Learning 

Rich tasks where children apply, retrieve, evaluate, 

analyse, create, synthesise, justify, compare, 

contrast, sequence, argue, propose etc. Where 

children use their knowledge and skills to think 

critically and evaluatively. 

Review of Learning and Progress 

Gauge confidence- address misconceptions 

Exit quiz- retrieval of content or further depth 

question to really test the understanding of the 

knowledge and skill. 

RLP 

Crucial 

Consolidation 

Show me what you know (multiple choice quiz) 

‘Do now’ activity- retrieving prior learning 

EEM 
Explicit Explanation and Modelling 

Explicitly demonstrate new content, share key 

vocabulary, make links to prior learning, explore 

and manipulate the concept, model in a variety of 

forms to gain fluency, depth of questioning 



                                                                                                                                                                             

     

Our Curriculum Promise 

Our Curriculum Promise aims to provide our children with a broad and rich learning experience across a 

variety of characteristics, expertise, faiths, cultures, traditions and key historical figures. We believe that this 

gives our children key links to learning where they can then be fully immersed in their experience and make 

connections to theory. Additionally, our children will be grounded, in their true, diverse world where they 

are accepting, responsible, knowledgeable and inclusive. 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                             

 

Trips and Visits provision map linked to curriculum? 

Add Children’s University- additional study and learning 

We Make a Difference- Student Leadership 

Our Assessment 

How do we ensure children know more and remember more over time? 

At The Orchards, we assess in a variety of different ways; but our assessment is ongoing and is used to form 

our judgements in how we intervene and support, to ensure that children maximise progress and close gaps 

in their learning swiftly to avoid them ‘slipping through the net’. Our assessment aims to ensure that 

children remember skills, knowledge and concepts in the short, medium and long term. 

Daily assessments Crucial Consolidation- multiple choice quizzes, ‘Do Now’ PRACTICE 

MAKES PERMANENT 

Marking and Feedback 

Classroom rotation and verbal feedback 

AFL strategies in the classroom 

Unit by unit assessments Pre-block and post-block quizzes 

‘cold’ and ‘hot’ writes 

Termly assessments NFER- Reading and Maths 

Phonics (half-termly) 

Arithmetic assessments (two weekly) 

Grammar (half termly) 

Weekly spelling assessments 

Statutory assessments Key Stage 1 and 2 SATs 

Phonics Screening 

Times Table Multiplication Check 

Early Years Baseline Assessment and EYFSP judgements 

 

Learning at Home 

Homework is an integral part of bridging the gap between school and home, and also reinforces to children 

our vital attributes of: ‘we are organised’, ‘we are responsible’ and ‘we are ambitious’. Home learning 

allows our pupils’ parents to understand what we’re focusing on in school and also allows them to actively 



                                                                                                                                                                             
engage in school. Not only this, it sets pupils up with positive attitudes towards learning for a future beyond 

The Orchards. 

Homework should be based for core curriculum learning to practice and refine skills (‘practice makes 

permanent’) and more research/creative-based for out humanities project showcasing. 

Reading Children are expected to read for a minimum of 10 minutes 3 x 

per week. Reading diaries should be signed by an adult who 

has listened to the child read. 

Spelling Children will be provided with 10 spellings per week to learn 

at home. Children are expected to practise the 10 spellings and 

then use each one in a sentence of their own. Spellings will be 

tested in school each Monday (at the end of Grammar 

sessions). For children with additional needs, 5 year group 

spellings and 5 high frequency words / commonly misspelt 

words).  

Grammar  Children will complete a grammar task to consolidate the 

objective taught in their Monday Grammar sessions.  

Mathematics  Children will complete a Quick 10 test each week. Children 

are also expected to learn their KIRFs for the half term (these 

will be included in class newsletters each half term).  

Humanities Project  Children can complete a project over the half term linked to 

their History or Geography unit of work. Teachers will provide 

parents with a suggested list of projects to ignite creativity.  

 

Homework will be issued each Monday and returned the following Monday. Homework 

monitors will collect homework in and keep a log of homework completed by each child. 

 

 


